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Rules Quiz

nw professionals meet
amateurs in hudson Cup

PngA/wSgA celebrate
home Course anniversary

 The committee suspends play in a tour-
nament do to heavy rainfall.  At the resump-
tion of play you cannot locate your golf ball.  
What do you do? See answer on Page 2 of 
this section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

 The Pacific Northwest Golf Association and 
the Washington State Golf Association officially 
got into the golf course business 10 years ago 
when the groups bought The Home Course in 
DuPont, Wash.
 The course had been built but never opened 
until the PNGA and WSGA went in and bought 
the course from Weyerhaeuser. It opened in 
2007 and the course has been ranked among 
the best in the Northwest and has served as the 
host for many of the Northwest major amateur 
championships.
 The Home Course was also the companioned 
course for the U.S. Men’s Amateur in 2010 and 
will be the companion course for the 2019 U.S. 
Amateur Four-Ball Championship.
 The Home Course also promotes and admin-
isters such programs as the get Golf Ready, PGA 
Junior League Golf, Patriot Golf Day, Play 9, Tee 
it Forward, Women’s Golf Day and more.

 The top professionals and amateurs in the 
Pacific Northwest will renew their rivalry in the 
67th Hudson Cup set for Oct. 19-20 at Columbia 
Edgewater Country Club in Portland.
 The event features a Ryder Cup style format 
with two days of team play. The first day will 
feature foursome and four-ball matches between 
the professionals and amateurs and the second 
day will be a lineup of singles matches.
 There will also be a Senior Hudson Cup at 
the same time.
 Each professional and amateur will all take 
part in three matches during the course of the 
Hudson Cup.
 Eligibility for the Hudson Cup for both the 
professional and amateur teams are based on 
points from the current golf season.

Destination:
Kiawah Island
golf Resort

 Looking for a winter getaway from 
the Pacific Northwest weather? Kiawah 
Island Resort in South Carolina is a per-
fect destination and is one of the best re-
sorts in the world. With a variety of golf 
courses including the famous Ocean 
Course (right) and other attractions, 
there is never a shortage of anything to 
do. For more on Kiawah Island Resort, 
please see inside this section of Inside 
Golf Newspaper.

Russell grove wins 
nw Professional
Championship

northwest amateur star
Tennant gets upset at the
USgA Senior women’s Am
 It seemed like a perfect story was setting 
up at the USGA Senior Women’s Amateur for 
Lara Tennant. She 
was playing on 
her home course 
Waverley Country 
Club in Portland 
had dominated 
the two rounds of 
stroke play quali-
fying.
	 But	in	the	first	
round of match 
play, the 50-year-
old Tennant lost in 
the	first	 round	 to	
Courtney Myhrum 
1-up. Tennant had a large crowd following her 
for the third day of the tournament and she had 
hoped to give the home fans something to root 
for. But she came up short at Waverley, which 
was hosting its seventh USGA golf championship 
through the years.

 It wasn’t easy, but Stacy Lewis held on to win the LPGA 
Cambia Portland Classic at  Columbia Edgewater Country 
Club. And after winning, Lewis said she would donate her 
entire first-place check to Hurricane Harvey relief. Lewis 
lives in Houston. For more on the LPGA Cambia Portland 
Classic, see inside this section of Inside Golf Newspaper.

Stacy lewis hangs on to
win lPgA Portland event

fall golf in the northwest is a treat

 Fall golf in the Northwest is a perfect 
time to play. The courses are in the 
best shape of the year after coming 
out of the warm summer weather, it’s 
still warm enough that you can wear 
light clothing and the courses are less 
crowded. Most courses offers fall dis-
counts or specials to sweeten the pot, 
places like Sandpines in Florence, Ore. 
(above) and Leavenworth Golf Course 
in Central Washington. For more on fall 
golf in the Pacific Northwest and what 
it has to offer, see inside this section of 
Inside Golf Newspaper.

 R u s s e l l 
Grove of North 
Idaho College 
won the Pacif-
ic Northwest 
PGA Profes-
sional Champi-
onship	 by	five	
strokes over 
2007 Cham-
pion Brian Thornton of Meridian Valley CC 
(Kent, WA).
 The top seven professionals earned a spot 
and advanced directly to the PGA Professional 
Championship, at Bayonet Black Horse, Seaside, 
California on June 17-June 20, 2018. Jerell Grow 
of	Pronghorn	GC	(Bend,	OR)	finished	third.
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 •  Answer:  Rule 6-8d guides us.  The spot 
the ball was on is to be estimated and a ball 
may be substituted.  The ball must be placed.  
Not dropped.

 • Inside Golf would like to thank Paul Lucien 
for his rules questions each month.
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Caledonia Golf and Fish Club is just one of the many courses to host rounds at the Myrtle Beach World Am.

 The Myrtle Beach World Amateur is like playing 
in a professional tournament. Four rounds. Stress 
from the opening tee shot. Checking the leader-
board after the rounds. If you are looking for the 
top amateur tournament you can play in, look no 
further than the Myrtle Beach World Amateur.
 With more than 3,200 players from around the 
world and just about every state in the country, this 
is a tournament that gives amateurs the chance to 
feel what a professional tournament is all about.
 I packed up the clubs again this year and made 
the cross country trip again. Through the years I 
have grown used to what to expect. Hot weather. 
Humidity. Thunderstorms. Always the potential for 
tropical storms or hurricanes. Waiting lines at the 
nightly putt putt courses. Crowded hotels. Waves 
big enough to body surf. A trip to the best Brazlian 
steakhouse called Rioz. The nightly functions at the 
Convention Center with thousands of other golfers.  
The drill never gets old year after year.
 I have always considered myself a decent 
tournament player. I don’t mind the pressure but 
recently the pressure has made me a bad putter. 
Maybe that’s even being kind. How about the 
world’s worst putter.
 When the tournament kicked off at the Heritage 
Club, I rolled in a 20-footer for birdie on my opening 
hole and figured I was leading my flight. Under par. 
Red numbers. This could be the year.
 But then reality kicked in. The next tee shot 
went into the junk, a couple of shots later I found 
the green and then four putts later - yes, you read 
that right, four putts - I took a quad.
 Thanks for coming. Enjoy your tournament.
 We have a term for that in the Pacific Northwest 
- it’s called a PBFU. Let me spell it out for you - 
post birdie f&%* up. I was paired with a guy from 
the south. The guys from the south are great. They 
don’t hold anything back on the course or when you 
talk to them. He told me he had another term for 
PBFU. “You just went from bird to turd,” he said. 
 The ball striking was good from then on. But 
the putting was not. Checked out with an 87 with 

41 putts. Nice work. Ok, it did get a bit better after 
that but I cracked groups up when I would miss 
two-foot putts and one time went up and missed 
a short tap-in. “Nice par,” said the guy keeping 
my scorecard. “Try again, got a bogey,” I replied. 

“What, you missed that foot putt? Glad I wasn’t 
watching that thing,” he said.
 The Myrtle Beach World Amateur is a terrific 
event. With 3,200 players you would think that 
chaos might be close by. No chance. This is run 
like a PGA Tour event. Handicaps are monitored 
and adjusted daily if needed. A rules room is set 
up nightly in the convention center to take care of 
any disputes. Results are handed out daily for all of 
the flights nightly at the Myrtle Beach Convention 
Center and there is plenty of food and beverages 
at the nightly function as well.
 It’s all good stuff. Now, if I could find a way to 
make some putts, it might make for an even better 
trip.

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf Newspaper. 
He can be reached at sdturcotte@comcast.net.
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The Lesson Tee: Here are some steps to help putting
 Everyone wants to make more putts. So 
do I. I was on the phone with Tom Lehman 
recently and he feels the same way. 
 We practice and practice and many times 
not getting the desired results and improve-
ment.
 Step 1; Get fit for a putter that helps you 
aim properly. Get fit for the putter with the 
proper weight and loft besides the proper lie 
and length. Most golfers decide on a putter 
because it looks good or a tour player uses 
it. I strongly encourage my people to go back 
to Step 1. Various hosel designs , offsets and 
lines make people aim differently. If we miss 
aim, it is difficult to make putts consistently.
 Step 2; Master the speed on putts 20-40 
feet. Roll longer putts first as you practice. 
You don't even have to roll to a hole, just roll 
your ball to a leaf or a free standing ball on 

the green. Perfect your routine; hit the ball on 
the sweet spot of your putter; explore speed 
and feel.
 Step 3; Commit to your first initial read it’s 
probably the best. Speed first; read follows.
 Step 4; Think less. Try less. Trust more. 
Especially the closer you get to the hole. 

 Step 5; Master a reactive routine. Watch 
tour players once they get over the ball. They 
go. Copy that free reactive routine. 

 Jeff Coston is a former PGA And Champions 
Tour Player. He can be reached for appointment 
at Semiahmoo by calling 360 201 4590. See jeff 
coston.com.

 Step 1; Get fit for a putter you 
aim properly. Get fit for the putter 
with the proper weight and loft 
besides the proper lie and length. 
Most golfers decide on a putter 
because it looks good or a tour 
player uses it. 

Think about getting fit for a putter.
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 Wayne Golf Course in Bothell will be closing for 
good this fall.
	 The	final	day	of	operation	could	be	anytime	but	
there is the possibility of an extension, according to 
Bothell City Manager Jennifer Phillips.
 The unpretentious, affordable public course along 
the Sammamish River eventually will become Wayne 
Sammamish Regional Park.
 Phillips and Bothell parks director John Keates said 
funding sources, such as environmental organizations 
for the regional park, preclude golf.
 The front nine at Wayne opened for play in 1931, 
and the much shorter and less popular back nine opened 
in 1964. Wellington Hills, another public golf course 
in the Bothell-Woodinville area, closed in 2012.

Ciez wins WSGA Mid-Am
 Michael Ciez of Walla Walla defeated Brian Barton 
of Pasco, Wash. in a playoff to capture the 8th Wash-

Stacy Lewis hangs on
to win LPGA Portland
 It was closer than Stacy Lewis probably 
wanted it to be, but in the end, Lewis still got 
the job done, capturing the Cambia Portland 
Classic presented by JTBC by one shot over 
In	Gee	Chun.	Lewis,	who	fired	a	3-under-par	
69 donated her winner’s check - $195,000 – to 
the relief efforts in her adopted hometown of 
Houston,	Texas.	It	was	Lewis’	first	win	on	the	
LPGA Tour since 2014.
 “I’m more relieved just knowing that I can 
pull the shots off when I need to. I knew I could 
win, but it's always hard,” said Lewis, who 
finished	runner-up	12	times	since	her	last	vic-
tory. Lewis’ husband is the head women’s golf 
coach at the University of Houston, and Lewis 
herself moved to the town, recently devastated 
by the effects of Hurricane Harvey,

Bothell’s Wayne Golf Course will be closing down for good
ington State Men’s Mid-Amateur Championship. Ciez 
2-putted	 for	par	on	 the	first	playoff	hole	 to	 take	 the	
title. The 36-hole stroke play championship was held 
at Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla Walla, Wash. 
 Ciez had struggled in the Washington State Amateur 
earlier this month, failing to make the cut, but had his 
game	 in	 shape	 for	 this	week’s	Mid-Amateur,	 firing	
rounds	of	70-70.	He	started	the	final	round	tied	for	the	
lead.

NW golfers qualify for USGA Four-Ball
 The sides of Brittany Kwon and Kenedee Peters 
(Bremerton/Tumwater, Wash.) and Euna Han and 
Susan Xiao (Coquitlam/Surrey, B.C., Canada) quali-
fied	 for	 the	 2018	U.S.	Women’s	Amateur	Four-Ball	
Championship after qualifying was held at the OGA 
Golf Course in Woodburn, Ore.
 Eight sides competed   for two qualifying spots in 
the Championship proper, which will be held April 28-

May 2, 2018 at El Caballero Country Club in Tarzana, 
Calif.
	 •	Patrick	Sato	of	Bellevue,	Wash.	and	Kyle	Cornett	
of Mill Creek, Wash. teamed for an 8-under 64 to earn 
medalist	honors	at	U.S.	Amateur	Four-Ball	qualifying		
at The Home Course in DuPont, Wash.
	 Also	advancing	from	this	qualifier	is	the	team	of	
Derek Bayley of Rathdrum, Idaho and Zach Anderson 
of Nanaimo B.C., who survived a four-team playoff to 
claim	the	final	spot	available	from	this	qualifier.
 These two teams will now go on to compete in the 
2018	U.S.	Amateur	Four-Ball	Championship,	to	be	held	
May 19-23, 2018, at Jupiter Hills Club in Tequesta, 
Fla.

Harrington claims Oregon Senior
 Bob Harrington (Portland, Ore.) won the 34th 
Oregon Senior Men’s Amateur Championship at the 
OGA Course in Woodburn.

	 Harrington	had	a	stellar	week,	first	winning	medalist	
honors	during		stroke	play	qualifying	by	firing	a	4-under	
par 68 to earn the No. 1 seed in match play. He won 
his	first	two	matches	5&4,	won	his	quarterfinal	match	
4&3	 against	 2017	U.S.	 Senior	Amateur	 participant	
Brad Karns (Vancouver, Wash.) and defeated last 
year’s	runner-up,	Tom	Zupan	(Portland,	Ore.)	3&2	in	
the	semifinals.	

Haack wins PNGA Mid-Amateur
	 Mike	Haack	of	Bellevue,	Wash.	shot	a	final	round	
of 4-under 68 to vault to the top of the leaderboard and 
win	his	second	consecutive	Pacific	Northwest	Men’s	
Mid-Amateur Championship.
	 Haack	had	started	 the	day	five	shots	back	of	 the	
leader, but used a torrid stretch of 5-under over six 
holes on today’s back nine, including holing out from 
a bunker for eagle on the par-4 10th, to put himself 
back into contention.

Stacy Lewis won the LPGA Cambia Portland Classic (left); Laura Diaz makes a young fans day signing an autograph golf ball at the tournament.

Photo by Scott H Bisch Photo by Scott H Bisch
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Glendoveer Golf Course...West Course Specials

$20 Mon-Fri Anytime
Green fee only

$25 Sat-Sun Anytime
Green fee only

Valid after 10:00 a.m. Expires 10/31/17. Must present coupon.
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Tour Players with northwest ties

Did you know….
 • The WSGA was founded in 1922. It is the governing 
body of golf in Washington and 
Northern Idaho, and supports 
every golf facility and every golfer 
in the region. On October 28, 
it will conduct its 96th Annual 
Meeting at Bear Creek Country 
Club in Woodinville, Wash. For 
information, contact 800-643-
6410 or visit thewsga.org. 

 
 •  A trio of players qualified for the USGA Mid-Amateur 
championship held at As-
toria Country Club. Arthur 
Kim of Tigard, Ore,., Deric 
Fiskum of Salem, Ore. and 
Ian Dahl of Longview, 
Wash. all qualified in the 
top three spots from the 
Oregon qualifier to advance 
to the USGA Mid-Amateur Championship which will be held 
Oct. 7-12 in Atlanta and open to players age 25 or more.

 The	USGA	and	The	R&A	have	received	com-
ments on the proposed new Rules from more 
than 22,000 golfers in 102 countries, as well as 
representatives of golf organizations throughout 
the world, providing valuable feedback as the 
organizations work toward their implementation 
on January 1, 2019. 
 With the worldwide survey and evaluation 
period	now	complete,	the	USGA	and	The	R&A	
and their respective committees will continue to 
review all comments received with the goal of 
finalizing	the	new	Rules	next	spring	and	begin-
ning a comprehensive education program later 
in 2018. 
		 The	USGA	and	The	R&A	began	an	extensive	
review of the Rules starting in 2012, with the 
intent of making them easier to understand and 
apply. A draft of the new Rules – reduced from 
the current 34 to a proposed 24 Rules – was 
released in March, beginning the six-month 
feedback period that was open to the entire golf 
community.
 While the feedback will continue to be ana-
lyzed over the next few months, several common 
themes emerged, including: 
	 •	Golfers	are	enthusiastic	about	the	scope	and	
direction of the overall changes, such as pace-of-
play improvements, the elimination of penalties 

USGA, R&A will review comments
golfers have about new rule changes

and streamlined procedures.
	 •	Golfers	provided	the	most	feedback	on	the	
proposed Rules changes focused on the putting 
green	(such	as	putting	with	the	flagstick	left	in	the	
hole, repairing spike marks and eliminating the 
penalty for accidentally moving a ball); the cre-
ation of “penalty areas” (extending water hazard 
type relief and eliminating penalties for moving 
loose impediments and grounding a club); and 
the new dropping procedures (including the size 
of “relief areas”).

Stull wins PNW Senior title
 PGA Professional Steve Stull (Richland, WA) won 
the PNW Senior PGA Professional Championship in 
a six-hole playoff against Tom Sovay of The GC at 
Redmond Ridge (Mukilteo, WA).  
  Advancing to the National Championship from 
the tournament with Stull and Sovay where they will 
represent	the	NW	Section		is	Rich	Fehr	of	Willows	
Run GC (Redmond, WA), Rob Gibbons of Arrowhead 
GC (Molalla, OR), Brent Murray of Oswego Lake CC 
(Lake Oswego, OR), George Mack Jr of Black Butte 
Ranch (Sisters, OR) and Joe Carranza of Aldarra Golf 
Club,	Falls	City,	WA).	 	 Jeff	Coston	of	Semiahmoo	
G&CC	(Blaine,	WA)	also	will	represent	our	Section	
as he was exempt.
  Steve Reuhl (Bothell, WA) won the Senior Division 
by three strokes over  Kevin Bishop (Olympia, WA).

PgA Tour 
 • Kevin Chappell • Kirkland • 24th on the list with $3,149,615
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 146th on the list with $618,483
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 112th on the list with $880,905
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 161st on the list with $422,078
 • Richard Lee • Bellevue • No Events
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 61st on the list with $1,751,851
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 21st on the list with $3,402,106
 • Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 88th on the list with $1,267,259
     • Cheng Tsung Pan • Ex-UW • 87th on the list with $1,267,649
web.com Tour 
 • Jason Allred • Ashland • No Events
 • Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 178th on the list with $8,080
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • 87th on the list with $54,302
 • Scott Harrington • Portland • 46th on the list with $102,426
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 36th on the list with $125,534
 • Andrew Putnam • Tacoma • 8th on the list with $266,296
     • Michael Putnam • Tacoma • 146th on the list with $18,675
     • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No cuts made
 • Aaron Wise • Ex-Oregon • 18th on the list with $171,072
 • Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 13th on the list with $222,856
Champions Tour-
  • Fred Couples • Seattle • 8th on the list with $1,223,637
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 104th on the list with $35,845
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • 62nd on the list with $203,571
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • No events
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 11th on the list with $928,077
mackenzie tour (Canada)
  • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • no cuts made
 • Cameron Peck • Olympia • no cuts made
 • Chris Williams • Ex-UW • 22nd on the list with $27,478
lPgA Tour 
 • Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 154th on the list with $18,628
 • Jing Yan • Ex-UW • 88th on the list with $130,140
lPgA Symetra Tour
 • Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • No Events
 • Kelli Bowers • Chelan • No Events
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • No Events
 • Mallory Kent • Seattle • 130th on the list with $4,099
 • Erynne Lee • Silverdale • 5th on the list with $78,128
 • Kristen Rue • Gig Harbor • No Events
 • Renee Skidmore • Everett • No Events
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 15th on the list with $37,075
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Rules of the Game: New rule changes
will spell out how long a club length is

The new proposed rules of golf set to begin in 2019 will define the length allowed for relief.

 How long is a club-length?  Most relief 
procedures in the Rules use a club-length to 
measure where a player is allowed to drop a 
ball – e.g., within one  club-length of the nearest 
point of relief (Rules 24 and 25), or within two 
club-lengths of where the ball last crossed the 
margin of a Lateral Water Hazard (Rule 26) or 
was unplayable (Rule 28).
 But how long is a club-length?  A  club-length 
varies between 31” (putter) and 45” (driver).  A 
player with a 50” putter could get 5” more relief 
for each club-length than I can.  Is that fair?  
And in any case, why not standardize these 
distances?
 As part of their Rules Modernization Project, 
the	USGA	and	the	R&A	recently	announced	a	
number of proposed changes to the Rules sched-
uled to go into effect in 2019.  And one of those 
changes is to standardize the distances used in 
relief procedures to 20” and 80.” In addition, 
the proposed changes would require that the 
ball be played from the 20”or 80” “relief area,” 
whereas the current Rules just require that the 
ball	 be	dropped	within	 the	 specified	distance	
of one or two club-lengths.  I like both of these 
changes.

 To me, standardizing the distances is a fair-
ness issue.  So under the proposed changes, all 
players will be treated the same.  I like that.  And 
how will players measure these new distances?  
They will either put marks on one of their clubs 
(e.g., a 20” mark and a 40” mark on a driver) or 
carry a tape measure.
 Requiring the ball to be both dropped in and 
played from the “relief area” will avoid giving 
players more relief than necessary.  Under the 
current Rules, a player with “good dropping 

skills” can get up to two additional club-lengths 
of relief in certain situations (Rule 20-2c).  The 
proposed changes will eliminate that “loop 
hole” in the Rules and require players to play 
the ball from the “relief area.” I like that.
 I think both of these proposed changes are 
consistent with the goals of the Rules Modern-
ization Project – i.e., to make the Rules more 
consistent, simple and fair, and to make them 
more easily understood and applied by all golf-
ers.  I’m looking forward to 2019.
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Caledonia Golf and Fish Club  (left) and True Blue (right) are two popular Myrtle Beach choices.

Caledonia, True Blue offer terrific
choices when playing Myrtle Beach
 There are certainly no shortage of golf courses 
when	you	visit	the	Myrtle	Beach	area.	From	north	to	
south along the Grand Strand, golf is king.
 But there are two courses that seem to be near or 
at the top of most golfer’s lists - Caledonia Golf and 
Fish	Club	and	True	Blue.	Both	courses	sit	to	the	south	
of Myrtle Beach in Pawley’s Island and both are worth 
the trip.
	 Caledonia	Golf	and	Fish	Club	has	been	open	since	
1994 and is a regular visitor to the list of the top courses 
not only in South Carolina but in the U.S. The course 
has been ranked among the Top Courses You Can Play 
as well as the Top 100 Public Courses in the country.
	 Caledonia	was	the	first	solo	design	of	late,	great	
golf course architect Mike Strantz, who came up with 
many of the designs for courses in the Myrtle Beach 

area.	His	 exceptionally	 creative	 eye	 is	 reflected	 in	
the way he sculpted Caledonia’s 18 holes, with large, 
creative greens guarded at times by ponds, streams 
and imposing bunkers. 
 Strantz was also responsible for the neighbor 
course True Blue, his fourth signature course which 
opened in 1998.  Strantz crafted True Blue to echo 
many of the characteristics of Pine Valley and Pine-
hurst #2, with an emphasis on maintaining a natural 
feel to the course.
 The par-72 course can stretch to 7,126 and sits on 
the site of historic True Blue Plantation, a famed 19th 
century indigo, and rice plantation. Emphasizing the 
natural beauty of the area, it incorporates native grasses 
and vegetation to maintain much of the character of 
the property. 

7401 Cape George Road, 
Port Townsend, Wash.

www.DiscoveryBayGolfCourse.com360-385-0704 
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 4 Players
$60

18 holes
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 There are plenty of choices to make when it 
comes to making vacation plans for a golf trip. 
One of those places should be Kiawah Island Golf 
Resort, an award-winning resort in South Carolina 
and home to some of the country’s top golf courses. 
Tucked away on the coast and just south of Charles-
ton, Kiawah Island features everything you would 
want	in	a	golf	resort,	from	the	five	championship	
golf courses, to the bike trails, to the tennis courts, 
to the swimming pools . . . you get the idea.
 If you’ve never heard of Kiawah Island, get 
out of that cave. This is a place where the 1991 
Ryder Cup matches were held and a place where 
the 2007 Senior PGA Championship was held as 
well. The 2012 PGA Championship took place at 
the Ocean Course at Kiawah Island and that’s not 
all as the 2021 Championship will also be staged 
at the Ocean Course.
 Big time events for a big time golf resort.
 The golf publications can’t say enough great 
things about the place. Travel and Leisure Magazine 
has ranked Kiawah Island the top golf resort in the 
country and Golf Magazine has named the Ocean 
Course the third best course in its places to play 
listings. In the listings of resorts, Kiawah beat out 
such heavyweights as Pebble Beach, Pinehurst and 
Bandon Dunes. In fact, the Ocean Course is ranked 
among the best, not only in the country, but in the 
world.
 And just to show how good the golf is at 
Kiawah Island, the Ocean Course has been given 
five	stars	by	Golf Digest, just one of 17 courses in 
North	America	to	be	given	the	five-star	rating.	In	
addition, the Cougar Point, Oak Point, Turtle Point 
and Osprey Point courses have all been given 4 1/2 
stars by Golf Digest. Osprey Point has undergone a 
recent re-model with work done on all of the greens 

Kiawah Island
One of the world’s top golf resorts offers plenty of 
golf, including the nationally acclaimed Ocean Course

The Kiawah will host the 2021 PGA (top); The Sanctuary is an award-winning hotel on site.

and tees and the project has given the course a new 
look.
 And the golf is not all. Tennis Magazine has 
ranked Kiawah Island the best tennis resort in the 
country while a tennis vacation website has ranked 
the resort as the top tennis resort in the world. 
Kayaking and nature tours to bicycling and days 
spent at the beach are more recreational activities 
at the resort.  Kiawah was voted “No. 1 island to 
visit in the U.S. mainland” by Conde Nast Traveler. 
(and Conde Nast Traveler’s Readers’ Choice poll 
named Kiawah Island as the No. 2 island in the 
world behind only Palawan in the Philippines. 
The beach  was named one of the top 10 beaches 
in American by Dr. Stephen Leatherman, aka, Dr. 
Beach (www.drbeach.com).
 But what most people know about Kiawah 
Island is the Ocean Course, which was designed 
by Pete Dye and opened the same year as the Ryder 
Cup matches. It’s a spectacular layout, set along 
the Atlantic Ocean with holes stretch out from the 
clubhouse and back. A new clubhouse was con-
structed for the 2007 Senior PGA Championship. 
It’s little wonder why the course is ranked among 
the best in the country and the world. The Ocean 
Course also provides some great ocean views.
 The golf courses all have big names attached 
to them. The designers at Kiawah Island Resort 
include Dye, Jack Nicklaus, Gary Player, Tom 
Fazio	and	Clyde	Johnston.	
  Kiawah has a variety of rental properties as 
well as The Sanctuary, a 255-room palace with 
ocean	views.		The	hotel	is	Forbes	Five	Star	and	
AAA		Five	Diamond,	as	is	the	spa.	The	movie	The	
Legend	of	Bagger	Vance	did	much	of	its	filming	
around Kiawah.
 See www.kiawahgolf.com for more.
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Fall golf in the Pacific NW
offers the chances for good
prices and better tee times
 While the fair-weather golfers put their cubs 
into the closet for the year, those of us that truly 
love the game know that the fall season can be the 
best time to play. The trees are displaying their 
magnificent	 colors,	 the	 greens	 are	 dark	 green	
and receptive, the fairways are a bit softer so 
that balls hit less than perfect, don't bounce into 
trouble	nearly	as	often	as	they	did	during	the	firm	
summer	fairways.	October	still	finds	the	courses	
fairly	firm	so	you	don't	have	to	worry	about	balls	
plugging in the fairways just yet.
 Probably the best part of fall golf is playing 
the lack of congestion, the slow playing that is as-
sociated with large crowds navigating the course 
is	gone.	Fall	time	brings	out	the	true	golf	lover,	
the ones who may not be the best ball strikers but 
they know how to get around the course at a fair 
pace. If you choose your course carefully, you 
can often times have the course nearly to your 
self. Golf was meant to be played at a speed that 
is comfortable and not hurried or rushed because 
the group behind you is starting to drive on you 
or having to wait on every tee for the slow group 
in front of you. 
 As the days are getting shorter it is important 
to plan for earlier rounds. The weather is going 
to be cooler so choosing your clothing is an 
important consideration – pick multiple thin 
layers that don't restrict your swing but can be 
adjusted to the situation–a vest is always a good 
choice. Generally speaking, the close-in courses 
will get the majority of play in fall and winter 
months, which leaves the perimeter courses with 
more open tee times. We certainly don't want to 
discourage anyone from playing the city courses. 
Their tee sheets should also be a bit more open as 

 Around the Pacific Northwest, fall golf 
is always popular at places like Apple 
Tree (above) and Leavenworth in Central 
Washington (top right) and Riverbend in 
the Puget Sound area (right).
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Fall golf in the Northwest:
Always a treat with perks
well.  Most courses are still dry this time of year 
so the options are wide open when choosing a 
course to play. The grass is hardly growing this 
time of year so the rough should be a little more 
manageable in October.
 This is the time of year when jumping in the 
car and driving out of the city can be reward-
ing,	 to	 places	 like	 Lipoma	 Firs	 in	 Puyallup,	
The Home Course in DuPont, Eaglemont in 
Mount Vernon, Alderbrook on Hood Canal, or 
a 30-minute ferry ride to White Horse in Kings-
ton. There are bunches of great golf courses to 
choose from whether going north, south, west or 
east. And, don't forget just over the mountains, 
Eastern	Washington	still	has	some	great	golfing	
weather where you can extend the dry season 
a bit longer–places like Sage Hills near Moses 
Lake, Leavenworth GC or Kahler Glen in Leave-
worth. 
	 One	huge	benefit	to	fall	golf	is	the	off-season	
green	fees.	For	some	the	high-time	rates	can	be	
challenging to average player who can only af-
ford a few rounds a month while the reduced rates 
allows more people to play more often, which 
benefits		the	golfers	and	the	courses.	Check	out	
the	ads	in	this	issue	to	find	some	great	deals	on	
fall golf.
 Areas throughout the Pacific Northwest 
welcome fall golfers. Central Washington and 
Central Oregon are both popular spots. In fact, 
the	Pacific	Amateur	Golf	Classic	will	be	held	at	
the end of September in Sunriver, giving golfers 
another chance to enjoy how good fall golf is in 
the	Pacific	Northwest.
	 Chances	are,	you	can	find	a	lot	of	deals	on	
golf clubs as the season winds down.  Rather than 
wait until the spring when the prices go up, why 
not get a set now and get break it in this fall?

 Fall is the right time for golf in 
the Pacific Northwest at places like 
Glendoveer in Portland (right) and 
Sandpines (below) in Florence, Ore. 
Prices are generally better and a 
better selection of tee times should 
help.
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 With fall comes the changing of climate and 
for Northwesterners, it means shorter daylight 
and more rainy days. While most of us seek 
out the dryer courses to play during this time 
of year, there are a few who want to extend the 
dry season just a little bit more. 
 While the mountain range can prove to be a 
barrier to travel in the winter months, it is a bless-
ing in fall as it keeps  the wetter weather west 
of the mountains for the most part. For golfers 
wishing to squeeze a few more warm rounds of 
golf in there are several opportunities out there. 
 In Eastern Washington there are some great 
courses just a few hours out of town like Sage 
Hills in Warden where RVer’s can find a welcome 
place to camp and play golf while relaxing in their 
RVs, or Leavenworth Golf Course where a golf 
trip can be combined  with the town’s celebra-
tions of Octoberfest, or Apple Tree in Yakima 
and Gamble Sands in Brewster that will test 
your end-of-season handicap with some of the 
best golf in the state. 
 There is also the Northwest’s golf Mecca 
in the high desert of Oregon where places like 
Aspen Lakes, Crooked River Ranch and Black 
Butte Ranch can fulfill all of your golfing desires.
 Aspen Lakes’s tree-lined bent grass fairways 
and red sand bunkers create an experience 
unique to Aspen Lakes.  Lakes and ponds come 
into play on over half the holes and towering 
over it all are the snow-capped Three Sisters 
mountains with elevations exceeding 10,000 
feet.  If you choose not to drive, the Redmond 
airport is just 20 minutes away. 
 Just  seven miles from Sisters, Oregon on 
Highway 20, and under 3 hours from Portland, is 
Black Butte Ranch with 36 holes of unforgettable 
golf. 
 If you are looking to get in a drive down the 
Oregon coast, that is spectacular this time of 
year, you will want to include a stop at Sand 

Squeezing that last little bit of summer golf out of fall

Sage Hlls Golf and RV Resort in Warden, Wash.

Located in Oregon’s high desert, Aspen Lakes in Sisters Oregon is just 20 minutes away from Redmond Airport.

Pines Golf Links in Florence. This unique course 
is sculpted amidst the wind swept sand dunes 
along the Oregon Coast bringing into play tow-
ering pines, sand dunes and pristine lakes, and 
Oregon and Washington residents get a break 
on the green fees too. 
 Whether you are looking to play locally or 
fancy a road trip to extend the summer, golf in 
the Northwest during October can be a reward-
ing experience.
 

For golfers wishing to squeeze a 
few more warm rounds of golf in 
there are several opportunities 
out there. 




